
Horton in Ribblesdale Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting of Monday 10 February 2014

Present: Cllrs Sheila Fleming (Chairman),Hilary Bowman, Wilf Fenten, Gary Middleton, Sheila Millman, Avril 
Palmer, 

Clerk: Mr I Fleming

In attendance:  One member of the public

Item 1. To receive apologies for absence
PC Harry Carpenter

Item 2. Code of Conduct and disclosable pecuniary interests
2.1. To receive any declarations of disclosable pecuniary interest in agenda items and their nature 

Councillors were reminded to declare items as/if they arise during the meeting.  The Chairman outlined the 
rules and statute governing the declarations of interest and reminded councillors that they should have 
regard to whether any person or persons acting reasonably and in full possession of the facts would 
consider that a disclosable pecuniary interest existed for a councillor on a particular matter.  

2-2. To receive, consider, decide and record members’ requests for dispensations
None received

Item 3. Public Participation.
None.

Item 4.To approve the minutes of the meetings of 13 January 2013, 29 January 2013 and the Employment 
Committee meeting of 29 January
The minutes of the meetings above had been tabled in due time before the meeting. Resolved that:   they 
be approved as a fair and accurate record and be signed as such by the Chairman.

Item 5. To receive reports for information only
The Clerk informed the meeting that planning application C/44/254 – extension to Holme Farm camp site 
had now been granted by the planning authority.  This included a range of conditions together with a 
comprehensive management plan that incorporated most of the recommendations made by the parish 
council at various stages in this protracted planning process.

The Clerk had received an email from DITA in respect of the proposal to investigate the possibility of setting 
up a volunteer bus service.  This was largely unhelpful so the Clerk will focus on the forthcoming Settle bus 
hub consultation as a means of progressing this initiative.

The Clerk was pleased to report that on his prompting Network Rail had removed all rubbish from the MDU 
at Horton station and turned off the fence lights that had been causing inconvenience to residents in 
Cragghill road.

Item 6. Finance and administration
6.1. To approve the Financial Statements for February 2014 and authorise bills payable

The Clerk informed councillors that two cheques issued at the January meeting had been lost in the post 
and that he had issued new payments for authorisation at this meeting.  It was noted that other Horton 
residents had experienced similar problems in January and the Clerk will raise this with Royal Mail.
Resolved that: the Financial Statement for February 2014 as appended to these minutes was a true and 
accurate record of the Council's financial position and that all due payments be authorised.  



6.2. To consider any other financial matters
6.2.1. To note the cash-book entries for January 2014

The cash book entries for January 2014 were duly noted.
6.2.2 To consider a request from Craven CAB for a donation under S137 provisions

Resolved that: a donation of £100 be sent to Craven CAB.

6.3. Administration
6.3.1 To receive and consider a report from the Employment Committee on the appointment of a new 
Clerk and RFO.
The Chairman introduced the report and reminded councillors that just one application had been received 
for the post.  The Committee had duly interviewed Ms Roos on 29 January and found her to be a highly 
professional, discrete and competent applicant and recommended that the Council offer her the post 
commencing 1 April 2014.
Resolved that: Ms Belinda Roos be offered the post of Clerk and RFO to Horton council commencing 1 April 
2014 and that the present Clerk take all necessary measures to engage Mrs Roos and to effect a handover 
of duties.

It was noted that alternative arrangements would need to be made to accommodate the Council records 
and archive.  A number of ideas were put forward and the Clerk will pursue these.

Item 7. Planning Matters
7.1 Applications

None received.

7.2 Decisions and other planning matters
7.2.1 C/44/254 full permission for extension of existing camp site – Holme Farm

Application granted.

Item 8. Village Environment, Burials, Rights of Way and Highways
8.1 To receive and consider Paper P001/2014 – Tender for the provision of grass cutting, winter 
and general maintenance.

The Clerk was thanked for the balanced analysis that he had prepared which indicated that on value for 
money terms the bid received from Horton Landscaping Ltd represented best value over the three year 
term of the contract.  Resolved that: Horton Landscaping Ltd be informed that their bid had been 
successful.

8.2. To consider the provision of fast broadband services throughout the parish
Cllr Fenten reminded councillors that BT's intentions for the future provision of fibre optic connection to 
Horton from Settle and upgrade of Horton exchange were unclear.  The existing wireless network serving 
the parish and beyond had almost unlimited capacity, but speeds and bandwidth were restricted by the 
limitations of BT infrastructure.  It was agreed that the Clerk and Cllr Palmer would endeavour to discover 
the exact nature of BT's plans for the Horton exchange and whether it would be possible to extend any 
proposed fibre optic cabling to the network hub at Horton station.

Item 9. To respond to correspondence received
9.1 YDNPA – to consider inviting an authority member to a future parish council or parish meeting

Following brief discussion it was agreed that as Cllr Welch attended most council meetings and was a 
YDNPA member no further action was required.

9.2 YDNPA – call for business/employment land sites
In addition to the site in Cragghill road identified on the local plan it was agreed that Beecroft cottages be 
nominated as a potential site.

Item 10. To report matters of information not included elsewhere on this agenda and to raise items for 



future agendas

It was reported that there was a burst water main in Main street adjacent to Frank Capstick's garage.

Dog fouling of pavements was again a problem especially on Cragghill road.  The Clerk will put up official 
notices and invite the dog warden to visit the village.

The Chairman informed the meeting that Greenfield forest had been sold to the consortium owning Cam 
woodland and that UPM Tilhill were no longer forest managers.  The Clerk had obtained details for the new 
owners and managers and would contact them about arranging a voluntary code of conduct similar to that 
arranged with Tilhill.

Item 11. To confirm the date of the next monthly meeting scheduled for Monday 10 March 2014
Duly confirmed.  To be held in the village hall.

The meeting closed at 20.20

Signed..............................................................
Chairman

Date.............................................................


